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Facial processing is 
considered to be one of the 
fundamental visual 
processes necessary for 
successful social 
interaction. It has therefore 
been assumed that face 
processing is largely universal 
among humans. However, 
recent studies have 
accumulated to challenge the 
idea of strictly universal facial 
processing. In this talk, I will 
present two on-going studies 
on real- and artificial-face 
processing from our laboratory. 

One study concerns eye 
movements during face 
observation in Japanese deaf 
people. We found differential 
fixation patterns between deaf 
and hearing people. The other 
study examines how people 
perceive and evaluate 
ambiguous faces of statues 
depicting Buddha. These 
results suggest that face 
processing and related 
mechanisms are not 
homogenous but can be 
influenced by experience.
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